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THEMES

THE INFORMAL CITY AND ITS DISCONTENTS: CRITICAL ANALYSES ON INFORMAL URBAN PRACTICES AND THE 
DESIGN AND PLANNING RESPONSES GIVEN TO IT

THE CITY OF THE RICH (AND THE CITY OF THE POOR): POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF SPACE AND SPATIAL SEGREGATION

UTOPIAN IMAGES OF SPATIAL JUSTICE: ARE ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS DESIGNERS OF THE JUST CITY ?

MULTIPLICITOUS REPRESENTATION OF THE THIRDSPACE

 
VISUAL THINKING THE SPATIAL JUSTICE BETWEEN THE REAL AND THE IDEAL CITY 

The debate on urbanization and housing being currently conducted by many architects and urban designers in European schools seems to rely on one 
main assumption: as many governments seem unable or unwilling to promote access to adequate housing, citizens must thus take the problem in 
their own hands. The result is the praise of informality as a way of urbanization and housing provision. This is not a new position. The writings of John 
F.C. Turner (1963, 1968 etc.) are characterized by his focus on individual liberty and autonomy of informal settlers. The perceived entrepreneurship of 
deprived citizens who populate the megacities of the South is glorified and home ownership through informal urbanization is seen as a ladder to 
economic prosperity, leading to the formulation of policies. The IMF and the World Bank – where Turner worked as a consultant – adopted the 
self-help methodologies as one of their official strategies in the past. This session seeks to elaborate a critique of this position and discuss the role of 
planners and designers in housing and urban development in the Global South today.

As Edward J. Soja writes: “The political organization of space is a particular powerful source of spatial inequality”. In the last years new forms of 
spatial segregation (exclusionary zoning, residential segregation, creation of new enclaves for specific populations and social groups) have redefined 
in European and non European cities new geographies of spatial inequalities and new languages of distinction and privilege, through exclusive 
residential projects, gated communities, etc..
The session is aimed at the exploration of the theoretical and empirical conditions of these new forms of segregation and self-segregation, and at the 
analysis of the spatial and social consequences of these processes in terms of political citizenship.
Particular attention will be devoted to the narratives, rhetoric and languages that promote and shape spatial (self) segregation in the new “city of the 
riches”.

Architects, designers, urbanists and landscapers have traditionally arrogated themselves great powers in promoting social change. Modernism had a 
plight to change the world and create the spaces in which a new kind of man would emerge. Post-war housing projects around the world promoted 
the idea that healthy, airy, green environments would create new kinds of sociability in face of the ruins of two world wars. Architecture and urbanism 
have been fuelled by utopian images of progress. But the reality of poverty and increasing inequality has exposed such ambitions as fallacies. The 
collapse of modernism as a social transformative movement exposed the boastings of architects as cockiness. Designers must seek a much more 
realistic role for themselves in contributing for change. This session will explore images of justice and redistribution through the work of architects 
and designers who have achieved or inspired change.

The modern proliferation of multiple tales of the city is increasingly being played through the pervasive language of images. Images and visual 
artifacts through which the different forms of power narrate themselves, creating seductive representations, building, literally, fictional realities 
where Lefebvre’s spatial triad (Representations of Space, Spatial Practices and Spaces of Representation) is intentionally blended. If, quoting Foucault, 
‘Space is fundamental in any exercise of power’, how can we re-discuss the role and functions of visual languages in the description of how spatial 
justice is played out in today’s cities? What binds the growing demand for stakeholder inclusion, information and participation to ‘drawing of the city’, 
in its role of ‘experiential knowledge’? This session aims to discuss the concept of Thirdspace (Soja) as a catalyst for images of the ‘real city’. In 
Thirdspace, issues of spatial justice require innovative ways to be represented. On the other hand, Thirdspace requires/uses visions of imaginary and 
imaginable cities, images of ideal cities and utopias that are linked to a long Western cultural history. These images may be a virtual ground for 
experimentation and change.
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1
LOCATION
TU Delft | Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment 
Department of Urbanism
Berlagezalen Julianalaan 134 | DELFT

09.00 | 10.00

10.00 | 10.30

10.30 | 11.00

11.00 | 12.00 KEYNOTE

ANDREA PAVONI
Andrea Pavoni is a post-doc fellow at DIN MIA’CET – IUL, Centre for Socioeco-
nomic and Territorial Studies, at ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon. He is 
assistant professor at the International Summer School on Urban Ethnography 
at the University of Trento, and co-editor at Non Liquet [The Westminster 
Online Working Papers]. Andrea is mainly interested in exploring the relation 
between law, space, control and justice in the contemporary city. His research 
interests include critical legal geography, urban studies, legal theory, sociology, 
art and philosophy. He recently completed his PhD at the University of West-
minster with a thesis titled Exceptional Tunings: Controlling Urban Events. His 
current project focuses the mutual relation between urban space and protest, 
looking at how urban space allow for, modify or prevent the expression of 
protests, and how protests in turn affect and modify its social and material 
form. He recently edited with Andrea Mubi Brighenti the last issue of Lo Squad-
erno, on the ‘Urban Invisibles’.

Registration

Opening | Berlage Room n.1                         Daniele Villa  | Roberto Rocco

Welcome                                                        Prof. Vincent Nadin

Andrea Pavoni

12.00 | 13.30 Lunch time | Berlage Room 2 

14.00 | 17.00 Parallel Sessions

17.30 Closing of the day | BERLAGE ROOM 1+2

19.30 | 22.30 Dinner at the "Lijm & Cultuur”       Rotterdamseweg 272, 2628 AT Delft 
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SESSION 1

The informal city and its discontents: critical analyses on informal urban practices 
and the design and planning responses given to it

14.00 | 14.20

Chair: ROBERTO ROCCO
Location: Berlageroom 1

Daniel Ramirez Corzo n
Spatial and political rationalities in Lima’s new barriadas: case study in the Lomo de Corvina occupation in Villa El Salvador.

For decades informal settlements have been the principal way to access a piece of land and eventually a house, for the urban poor in the city of 
Lima. While most of the public debate about informal settlements take reference in the barriadas as they existed in the sixties and seventies, the 
reality of todays second or third generation barriadas differ very much.
The first part of the paper will outline this new kind of barriadas characterized by worst conditions, present and foreseeable, than those of early 
decades; even when they have been subjected to “regularization” programs. The second and main section of the paper, based on ethnographic 
fieldwork carried out during the first months of existence of a recently created barriada explores the relation between the political structuration 
of the neighborhood and how it expreses in the physical structure form of the newborn city.

14.20 | 14.40 Nina Ilieva
Sustainable development of informal Romani settlement in Bulgaria /EU

The recent EU enlargement and large-scale migration across the continent have brought issues to the whole European community, which only a 
decade ago were not that relevant to its agenda. Today, the whole European Union has to face and solve problems, which before were mainly 
restricted to a few countries in Central and South Eastern Europe. These issues relate to Romani inequality and integration, and have brought 
recent intense discussions, as well as new actions and programs across the continent. In 2008 in Brussels, for example, an Integrated Platform 
for Roma Inclusion was created, to stimulate cooperation between the member states, civil society and European Institutions, and support 
initiatives, cooperation and better understanding of the Roma problems.

14.40 | 15.00 Inés Aquilué
Evaluating urban resilience under conflict. A topological approach

The aim of this research is to discover urban structures that are capable to evolve in order to conserve their behaviour under and after a 
disturbance conflict –warfare, siege or high rate crime–. The resilience of a specific urban structure under conflict is analysed by several 
topological models. For this purpose, a topological methodology has been developed and applied in three different case studies of urban 
structures subdued by intense conflicts. The urban areas chosen –Bijlmermeer in Amsterdam, Dobrinja in Sarajevo and Beirut's Central District– 
have been under different type of conflict always characterized by its high uncertainty, which has produced intense urban alterations. The 
register of these alterations have become a laboratory of urban facts. The first results of this analysis show that the resilience of urban 
structures is extremely related with their evolvability.

15.00 | 15.20 Nelcy Echeverria
Rethinking the informal settlements in developing cities

The aim of this research project is first to find out the values lying behind the logics of the urban growth regarding the social and spatial aspects 
in one peripheral area of Bogota city. Second, this project aims at formulating effective criteria to intervene those informal settlements in the 
southern areas in Bogota. The contribution of this research project lies on the aplicability it might have in other urban informal settlements in the 
world. The research methodology used to find out the singular inherent features of a marginal area can be replicada so as to find the present 
values in those communities and territories. 

15.20 | 15.40 COFFEE BREAK

15.40 | 16.00 Alessandro Frigerio
Ordering African rapid urbanization: civic robustness and in/formality gradient patterns.

Out of the 30 cities with the highest growth rate, 24 are African. It’s just the beginning of an urban transition in Africa that is forecasted to take 
almost 80 years, compared to the 200 years that it took in Europe. This unprecedented rapid and uncontrolled urbanization is producing hybrid 
metropolitan structures with inadequate infrastructure, polarized development, unsafety, inequality and environmental fragility. How to shape 
rapid growth in a context of informality, scarcity and misgovernment? Through an historical exploration and an overview on the contemporary 
situation, the paper investigates the attempts to re-center the problem on the city as public framework, overcoming the urbanization-with-
out-urbanity attitude and proposing in/formality gradient patterns as a strategy to integrate informal processes and civic projects, reconsidering 
the idea of public space as public good. 

16.20 | 16.40 Hester Van Gent
Singapore - navigating between the rules

Singapore has carefully defined its public space. Yet, not everyone sticks to this definition. Some of the inhabitants use public space differently 
from the way it's prescribed.
It's their way of claiming their own, small piece of land, and, in the margins, pursuing a subtle yet meaningful struggle for space, that is becoming 
scarce and is used for economic and ideological strategies by the government of the City State. The ideology, that leads to the heart of the 
Singaporean dwellings.
How will Singapore cope with this in the future?
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SESSION 2
The city of the rich (and the city of the poor): political organization of space and 
spatial segregation

14.00 | 14.20

Chair: MARIALESSANDRA SECCHI
Location: Berlageroom 2

Claudio Pulgar Pinaud
When Spatial Justice Makes the Neo-Liberal City Tremble Social and Seismic Movements in Chile after Disasters

This article proposes an analysis of the city’s spatial production in a profoundly neoliberal context, and in particular, the role of organized social 
actors, urban social movements and the various actions of resistance and resilience in a post-disaster period. Since 1975, a very profound 
neo-liberal model has been established in Chile, with visible impacts on the cities as well as on government action and social actors. In this 
context, we assume that the earthquake served as a catalyst for the social movements in recomposition. We will examine the resilience/re-
sistance and mobilization process and the conflicts with others actors: the State with his subsidiaries policies and the private sector of construc-
tion and real state. We can analyze these conflicts like a crises-opportunity and like a motor of the social organization and also the reproduction 
of capital. 

14.20 | 14.40 Kay Obwona Aber
Landscape Urbanism and Spatial Justice in the Rapidly Urbanising Cities of the Global South; The Case of Johannesburg. 

With rapid urbanisation in the global south and in particular Africa taking place at a rate that is overwhelming the urban planning and policy 
design capacity, there are impacts to the accessibility to spatial justice as informality and the inequality gap increases. The paper is a narrative 
that explores the case of Johannesburg as one of the cases where colonial history, apartheid, economics, demographic dynamics of urban 
growth and politics have all had a significant inprint on the urban landscape of the city (segregation of the settlements with new gated communi-
ties for the rich and zones that are distinctly poor neighbourhoods). The Post-apartheid metropolis is making an effort to attain sustainable 
urbanisation using Landscape Urbanism, spatial policy and participatory approaches to mitigate spatial segregation and to improve the quality of 
life and access to spatial justice. 

14.40 | 15.00 Sherrin Frances
In Carnegie's Shadow: The Biblioteca Popular as a biopolitical exception

The Biblioteca Popular is an outdoor library and garden that has existed illegally for three years in the side yard of an abandoned Carnegie 
Library building in Oakland, CA. The Biblioteca is noteworthy as a heterotopia and example of what Soja describes as a place of spatial injustice. 
However, when Soja’s notion is merged with Agamben’s description of biopolitics, the Biblioteca can be read a place where law has been 
suspended and community abandoned: it is a state of exception. By defining this space as such, the Biblioteca takes on tremendous potential(ity) 
and calls into question the relationship between such liminal, heterotopic spaces of exception and urban planning. This paper will consider 
whether this type of space can be “planned” or if it can only emerge as a remainder or excess; it will also question the consequences of such a 
space for the community in which it emerges.

15.00 | 15.20 Marialessandra Secchi
Restructuring the Swiss city: urban regeneration is not for everyone.

A return to density has been the focus of programs and policies of most of the European cities. Switzerland is no exception. A number of 
projects of urban restructuring in the centre of large metropolitan areas, small cities and even villages have thus emerged in recent years. 
Supported by an efficient railway network, the ongoing transformation of decommissioned railway-yards, former industrial sites and vacant lots 
appears a consistent policy addressed towards a more sustainable urbanization pattern. But who are the new dwellers of the city centres? As 
the firsts realizations have shown, only a small part of the population will benefit from this transformation increasing its“spatial capital”. While 
only few administrations have more distinct public housing policies, the market is the major force driving the transformation producing new 
smooth layers of inequalities within the city. 

15.20 | 15.40 COFFEE BREAK

15.40 | 16.00 Maria Luisa Giordano
Making the city sustainable at the local level: critical issues and prospects from European examples.

Eco-neighbourhoods or other forms of sustainable communities are examples of the contradictory role of sustainable development in contem-
porary urbanism. Intra-urban spaces are often identified as the good scale for sustainable urbanism, but they experience the recent attention 
paid to social cohesion as well as inequality and self-segregation phenomena. Earliest examples of eco-neighbourhoods in Europe show that 
gentrification and segregation phenomena are concrete risks that new projects should face and evaluate in advance. Moreover, “being eco” 
becomes sometimes a slogan for energy-efficient development which pay no attention to the social dimension of sustainability.
Crossing geographical and planning approaches in the analysis of some European projects, this paper aims to highlight critical issues, best 
practices and prospects for just and sustainable neighbourhoods.

16.00 | 16.20 Chiara Toscani, Arian Heidari Afshari
Twin cities as european design urban laboratory

There are more than 16 twin cities in today's Europe in which different languages are spoken in and diverse social, cultural and economic 
conditions are faced despite of their adjacent geographical location. Even after European Union foundation twin cities have still maintained 
internal discrepancies which is mirrored into the conditions of their urban fabrics and their inhabitants. According to their blurry conditions, these 
cities can still signify a stimulating laboratory to trigger new collective and shared growth strategies in Europe. This research main objective is 
therefore not only to investigate their uncertain natures but also to envision more just understanding throughout employing the spatial devices 
of architecture, urban and landscape design; variety of critical scenarios are going to be explored in order to recognize those future strategies.
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SESSION 2

16.20 | 16.40 Ana Carolina Lima e Ferreira
Theater of the Oppressed as a hope to fight against the exclusion in Belo Horizonte: the case of homeless paper collectors 

Dimir Viana is a theater director who works in Belo Horizonte with homeless and with paper collectors, who live on the streets or who had lived 
part of their life’s trajectory as homeless. He aims to give them voice by doing theater based on the Theater of the Oppressed by Augusto Boal. 
Unfortunately the homeless ones in the city are passing through, what Viana calls “hygienization of the urban centers”: the municipality is taking 
them out of the city center and put them in a place far from center and far from jobs opportunities, with no infrastructure. It creates socioeco-
nomic problems and a radical transformation in their reality. For Freire stresses the relation of oppression within the Brazilian social context, 
which is clear on the discrimination against the poor Through theater however they are getting back o public squares in the center, at least as 
alternative spaces for plays. 

16.40 | 17.00 Papon Kumar Dev, Mahfuzur Rahman, Abdullah All Rafee, Salahuddin Ferdaus
Spatial Segregation: Byproduct from Land Use Conflict & Political Ecology (A Case Study on Sonadanga Residential Area of 
Khulna, Bangladesh)

This study explores spatial segregation in Sonadanga Thana of Khulna, Bangladesh. The segregation is piled on trades of factors titled urbaniza-
tion, biasness of implementing authorities inclined by political ecology, conventional planning paradigm in absence of peoples’ participation, land 
use conflict due to sudden shift in land value etc. This paper is based on both primary & secondary materials which contain sets of structured 
questionnaires for different stakeholders and documentary evidence of land use conflicts especially beside major & arterial roads which bypass 
low income group due to unaffordability. It also analyzes the gap between policy & contemporary setting, inequality bumped by political ecology 
and other spatial informalities. Finally, this paper articulates the inclusive conflict resolution process mainstreaming participatory action & 
budgeting with all income classes.
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LOCATION
TU Delft | Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment 
Department of Urbanism
Berlagezalen Julianalaan 134 | DELFT

08.30 | 09.00

09.00 | 11.00

11.30 | 12.30

12.30 | 13.45

KEYNOTE

ALAIN BOURDIN
Alain Bourdin is a professor of planning and urban studies at the French Insti-
tute of Urbanism (Université de Paris Est Marne la Vallée) which he directed 
from 2003 to 2011. He is co-director of Lab’urba (Joint Laboratory the IFU and 
the Urban Planning Institute of Paris). Member of the Scientific Council of 
PUCA, where is currently leading the program “Observation platform of urban 
projects and strategies”.His publications include Le Patrimoine réinventé (PUF 
1984), La question locale (PUF, 2000), La Métropole des individus (Aube 2005), 
Du bon usage de la ville (Descartes 2009), L’urbanisme d’après crise (Aube 
2010) and in collaboration Un urbanisme des modes de vie (Monitor 2004) and 
Les règles du jeu urbain (Descartes 2006). Co-director of d’Espaces et 
Sociétés, and Secretary General of Cahiers Internationaux de Sociologie until 
their cessation in 2011, he is a member of the editorial board of the journal that 
follows the suit of CIS, as well as of Forum Sociologico (Lisbon), the Revue de 
l’Institut de Sociologie (Brussels) and SociologieS (AISLF). His main research 
topic is the analysis and the theory of action which, through its features, its 
actors, its cognitive systems, produces objects or socially skilled urban config-
urations.

Coffe and Tea available at the Science Center

Parallel Sessions

Alain Bourdin

14.00 | 17.00

Lunch time | Central Canteen TUDelft  (not provided)

18.00 | 19.00

DRINKS | Berlageroom119.00 | 20.00

Parallel Sessions

KEYNOTE Benjamin Hennig
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SESSION 3

The informal city and its discontents: critical analyses on informal urban practices 
and the design and planning responses given to it

09.00 | 09.20

Chair: MARCIN DĄBROWSKI
Location: Science Centre: FACULTY ROOM

Qian Jiang
Considering spatial equity in urban land-use and transport planning, case study of Guangzhou BRT, China

During the traditional urban land-use and transport planning, spatial equity is not given special consideration in China, even though spatial 
inequity exists largely in many Chinese cities. Using expert interviews and Guangzhou BRT, the author examined the importance of spatial equity 
in urban land-use and transport planning in Guangzhou. This research found the travel demand of urban village dwellers is not yet in the political 
consideration, at least from the planning level. An interesting phenomenon is that the Guangzhou BRT has considered the passenger flows from 
the urban villages; however there are no transport projects designed for those dwellers. The author suggests that the weak institutional 
cooperation where the urban transport policies have been performed need to be enhanced. A general consideration of urban village dwellers 
needs to be integrated into the planning process.

09.20 | 09.40 Mina Rezaei
Making a teenager Friendly Community, Collaborative Urban Planning in an Unfavorable context 

Public spaces play a great role in development of teenagers' character. However, Among all stakeholders young people have received less 
attention inmanagement of outdoor places even in countries with strong background inparticipatory planning.
This research, focuses on collaborative planning with teenagers in a community in Tehran, Iran .After reviewing the obstacles in front of 
participatory planning in Iran, this paper gives characteristics of a teenager-friendly community in condition of Iran, by involving eighty teenagers 
in planning process. Through wide range of techniques include, sessions of discussions, online mapping techniques, visual methods, question-
naires and social networking, teenagers evaluate the community and then made recommendations,especially around matters of limited green 
spaces and over-dominance of traffic, to improve their surrounded area.

09.40 | 10.00 Mohamed Mahrous
Shalatin’s (Egypt) Urban Transformation and Spatial Justice

Shalatin in Egypt is a vital trade portal with Sudan that stands as node between touristic cities on the northern coast of the Red Sea and pastoral 
peripheries in the south. Egypt applied sedentarization strategies that targeted Bedouins, and attracted as well out-migrants from the Nile 
valley. Thus, challenges aroused from Shalatin’s transformation of activities, movements, and habitat towards urbanization. Hence, the 
researcher conducted field visits to Shalatin; to review current status of informal housing. Also, literature and maps were analyzed; to monitor 
relations between city transitions and urbanization impacts. The research concludes that official plans of Shalatin discounted the inhabitants’ 
spatial needs, cultural diversity, and ecological context, which caused informality spread. Thus, grass-root solutions are required by the State; to 
respond to Shalatin’s informal sprawl.

10.00 | 10.20 Luz Navarro
Urbanisms of alterity and the “Production of Desires”; a topological analysis

This paper seeks to investigate the implications of a topological analysis to understand the emergent spatialities ofinformal urbanisms of 
alterity. Topology is understood at the intersection of Agamben’s topological analysis of exception (alterity), which unlocks the possibility for new 
modes of politics (Mouffe, 2005), and Lacan’s topology based on the relationship between the subject (informal urbanism) and the structure 
(city). This topological approach is key to understand the spatial ontology of informal urbanisms in our cities and how they can open up 
possibilities for creative thinking. This argument is built through the topological analysis of two informal urbanisms of alterity: Park Fiction 
(Hamburg) and their engagement in imagining a new urban park and El Forat de la Vergonya (Barcelona) and their symbolic tactics to claim an 
empty site and confront an urban renewal plan. 

11.00 | 11.30 COFFEE BREAK
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The city of the rich (and the city of the poor): political organization of space and 
spatial segregation

09.00 | 09.20

Chair: GABRIELE PASQUI
Location: Science Centre: Workshop room 2

Sarah Bissett Scott
Measuring justice outcomes of regeneration programme

This paper explores a continuum spanning the concept of successfully regenerated places being the consequence of justice applied as spatial 
interventions, through to the notion of post-regenerated spaces as places where social justice can be better expressed because of those spatial 
interventions. It is based on research into the redevelopment of Notting Hill in the 1970s measured against its current condition, comparing 
post-completion outcomes with a starting vision in spatial-justice terms.
The research analysis is planned to generate findings that could be expressed as philosophical principles for policy-making and organizing for 
governance that might deliver spatially just outcomes. The paper is testing whether future regeneration programmes would benefit by 
identifying these principles, and if specific levels of governance could contribute to improving spatial justice outcomes.

09.20 | 09.40 Emil Pull
Warewolves on the Swedish housing market – On antagonism and the urban homo sacer

This article is written in the light of the neoliberal revolution on the Swedish housing market over the past decades, and a shift from housing as a 
right reduced to housing as a commodity, and consequently citizens reduced to consumers. Using examples from the new draconian housing 
policies of the municipality of Landskrona and the lived experiences by ‘renoviction’ victims in Uppsala the article discusses the ramifications of 
these trends with respect to social justice for ‘people on the fringes’. It is argued that there is cause to talk about the creation of Giorgio 
Agambens homo sacer on the Swedish housing market. Further it is suggested to look to Jaques Ranciéres understanding of antagonism as 
politics proper to understand strategies of forced dismantlement of dissent in a decidedly increasing post-political context..

09.40 | 10.00 Anna Tertel
Water and Land City of Szczecin

Cities with large surface areas of water as Szczecin (Poland) are divided into two zones, in which there is a different right to water and the land. 
The inland and marine waters are administered by other institutions under other laws, they have similar functions, but are interpreted very 
differently by the law (e.g. agriculture-fishing, highway-waterways, parking-marina). Lack of regulation and infrastructure leads to restrictions 
on access to water by the lack of berths, means of water transport or residence on the water. In Szczecin more than 30% of the city are waters 
and 60% natural areas and those differences are noticeable. It is necessary to unify and improve cooperation between public administrations 
and regulations, improving the public availability of waters and to harmonize rules at the level of planning, facilitating urban planning and 
management of water in the city. 

10.00 | 10.20 Mariana Gallardo
The Communication Processes as a Civic Renewal Agent in the Public Space

Mexico City is one of the most heterogeneous cities, but also there are undeniable social gaps. However, there are still places where social 
distances fade a little and physical space allows that very distant sectors interact in equal terms.
The public space can work as a catalyze for social and communicative interaction because it allows a symbolic exchange between heterogene-
ous actors; this way, contributing to a more democratic society grounded in the participation and argumentation, and where the involved actors 
can overcome their initial subjectivity and reach an agreement founded on a consensus and reflective thinking.
The main objective of this study was to analyze how the public space can function as a change and emancipation agent owing to the communica-
tive interactions that take place within it, for which propose was analyzed Regina pedestrian street in Mexico City. 

11.00 | 11.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.20 | 10.40 Giovanni Ottaviano
The public green space project, between urban re-newal and gentrification 

The paper aims to verify what are the most appropriate intervention strategies to ensure that operations of urban regeneration branded by a 
strong “green” characterization do not generate events of gentrification in the areas involved by the project.
The search path winds through famous cases of urban regeneration and experiments on the evaluation of the economic value of ecosystem 
services in urban areas, to arrive, in the conclusion of the paper, to make a synthesis of these two aspects and observe what dynamics (both 
positive and negative) can be generated if they operated at the same time.
In particular, the general purpose of the research is the understanding of socio-economic aspects that are, often, not taken into proper consider-
ation in urban pro-jects, as well as policies of marginalization hidden by sparkling slogans.
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Utopian images of spatial justice: are architects and planners designers of the just 
city?

09.00 | 09.20

Chair: JAN VAN BALLEGOOIJEN
Location: Science Centre-Workshop Room 5

Riccardo Alongi
Utopias, dystopias and reality. First steps towards a popular critical reading of the utopian urban image 

This article aims to show the relationship between the urban utopias and dystopias in the early 1900 science fiction. Some elements of these 
two visions are present in the contemporary urban reality. The case studies shown in this paper are the utopian projects: La Ville Radieuse and 
Broadacre City. These projects have been a source of inspiration for Isaac Asimov, who has used them in “The Robot series” as models for the 
conception of two imaginary future worlds high-lighting their critical aspects. I argue that dystopias in science fiction novels can play an 
anti-thetical role in the dialectical process between utopia and reality. Through a critical reading, the utopian and dystopian images may be a 
guide for a new kind of urban planning and con-tribute to the choice of urban policies.

09.20 | 09.40 Hamed Zarrinkamari, Maryam Moayery Nia
A History of Utopia: from religions to styles

Humankind has always reflected his fears and desires in abstract ideals. These Utopian images start from religions, continue in mysticism and 
interpretations, and replicate in contemporary ideologies and styles. Studying a collection of these concepts shows a pattern beneath which can 
determine the role of architects and planners.
References to idyllic settlements starts with instances like Atlantis and Arcadia. Maybe the most common image of a utopia can be seen in 
Heaven or Paradise which is promised by major religions. Cities like New Jerusalem, Jabolgha, or Zion are also vastly accepted by the followers.
This writing will try to reveal the relationship between the social-geographical situation of the people and their utopia in order to determine the 
contemporary version based on our current circumstances which architects will build it.

09.40 | 10.00 Anna Papadopoulou
Women’s Potential as Active Agents in the Configuration of Urban Form

The prevailing Euro-American urban model, by virtue of its inequitable material distribution, is largely responsible for the emergence of women’s 
multiplicities, most (or all) of which do not necessarily conform to existing urban conventions. Although the built environment’s impact on 
women’s identity and role in configuring urban form are two dynamic situations of reciprocity, the paper considers the latter of the two 
components: women’s potential as an active agent within an established socio-urban structure. The research seeks opportunities for incremen-
tal change towards spatial democracies by elucidating aspects of gender interplay as they manifested in the urban environment, thus employing 
gender both as an alternative means of evaluating social impact onto contemporary challenges of cities and as a tool where evolving identities 
can effect the production and consumption of space.

10.00 | 10.20 Mohamed Alaa Mandour
Urban-Topia

The search for a Utopia is an old metaphor always a dream since the creation of an organized society and now a thorough vision by many 
politicians, urban planners and sociologist.
Now the city as we knew is finally melting, reasoning and proposing a possible ideal, urbanity might provide a conceptual and operative 
instrument to tune and develop political, cultural and aesthetical practices that might become inclusive and beneficial to inhabitants of the new 
urban condition.
The aim of this study is to enlighten these questions: How to discover the potential of continuity between Past, Present and Urban–Topia Future? 
How to deal with the problems and incompatibilities caused by the impact of time differences, both in philosophical and in practical terms? And 
what are the new alternative approaches which could reconcile traditional principles, contemporary needs and the Utopian future?

11.00 | 11.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.20 | 10.40 Klio Monokrousou, Maria Giannopoulou
Sustainable Urban Development: Methods and Strategies

Which strategic vision of a sustainable city is feasible? The modern perception of urban planning is directed towards more integrated policies 
that aim to regenerate the urban environment, particularly with respect to the public spaces, the urban mobility and the land use planning. The 
concept of spatial justice is taken under consideration in order to promote equitable distribution and access to spatial benefits and opportunities 
as well as to promote social change towards new kinds of urban sociability. In this respect, the methods, processes and software that have been 
developed towards this direction are reviewed and systematised. The ultimate purpose is to effectively use this review to create a decision 
making methodological framework which can be the basis of a useful operational tool for sustainable urban planning.

10.40 | 11.00 Giulia Fini
The use of images and concepts to investigate the nexus among space, society and spatial justice. Analysis of fruitful, even if 
impervious, tools of reflection and design from some recent European planning experiences.

Which strategic vision of a sustainable city is feasible? The modern perception of urban planning is directed towards more integrated policies 
that aim to regenerate the urban environment, particularly with respect to the public spaces, the urban mobility and the land use planning. The 
concept of spatial justice is taken under consideration in order to promote equitable distribution and access to spatial benefits and opportunities 
as well as to promote social change towards new kinds of urban sociability. In this respect, the methods, processes and software that have been 
developed towards this direction are reviewed and systematised. The ultimate purpose is to effectively use this review to create a decision 
making methodological framework which can be the basis of a useful operational tool for sustainable urban planning.
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Utopian images of spatial justice: are architects and planners designers of the just 
city?

09.00 | 09.20

Chair: JAN VAN BALLEGOOIJEN
Location: Science Centre-Workshop Room 5

Riccardo Alongi
Utopias, dystopias and reality. First steps towards a popular critical reading of the utopian urban image 

This article aims to show the relationship between the urban utopias and dystopias in the early 1900 science fiction. Some elements of these 
two visions are present in the contemporary urban reality. The case studies shown in this paper are the utopian projects: La Ville Radieuse and 
Broadacre City. These projects have been a source of inspiration for Isaac Asimov, who has used them in “The Robot series” as models for the 
conception of two imaginary future worlds high-lighting their critical aspects. I argue that dystopias in science fiction novels can play an 
anti-thetical role in the dialectical process between utopia and reality. Through a critical reading, the utopian and dystopian images may be a 
guide for a new kind of urban planning and con-tribute to the choice of urban policies.

09.20 | 09.40 Hamed Zarrinkamari, Maryam Moayery Nia
A History of Utopia: from religions to styles

Humankind has always reflected his fears and desires in abstract ideals. These Utopian images start from religions, continue in mysticism and 
interpretations, and replicate in contemporary ideologies and styles. Studying a collection of these concepts shows a pattern beneath which can 
determine the role of architects and planners.
References to idyllic settlements starts with instances like Atlantis and Arcadia. Maybe the most common image of a utopia can be seen in 
Heaven or Paradise which is promised by major religions. Cities like New Jerusalem, Jabolgha, or Zion are also vastly accepted by the followers.
This writing will try to reveal the relationship between the social-geographical situation of the people and their utopia in order to determine the 
contemporary version based on our current circumstances which architects will build it.

09.40 | 10.00 Anna Papadopoulou
Women’s Potential as Active Agents in the Configuration of Urban Form

The prevailing Euro-American urban model, by virtue of its inequitable material distribution, is largely responsible for the emergence of women’s 
multiplicities, most (or all) of which do not necessarily conform to existing urban conventions. Although the built environment’s impact on 
women’s identity and role in configuring urban form are two dynamic situations of reciprocity, the paper considers the latter of the two 
components: women’s potential as an active agent within an established socio-urban structure. The research seeks opportunities for incremen-
tal change towards spatial democracies by elucidating aspects of gender interplay as they manifested in the urban environment, thus employing 
gender both as an alternative means of evaluating social impact onto contemporary challenges of cities and as a tool where evolving identities 
can effect the production and consumption of space.

10.00 | 10.20 Mohamed Alaa Mandour
Urban-Topia

The search for a Utopia is an old metaphor always a dream since the creation of an organized society and now a thorough vision by many 
politicians, urban planners and sociologist.
Now the city as we knew is finally melting, reasoning and proposing a possible ideal, urbanity might provide a conceptual and operative 
instrument to tune and develop political, cultural and aesthetical practices that might become inclusive and beneficial to inhabitants of the new 
urban condition.
The aim of this study is to enlighten these questions: How to discover the potential of continuity between Past, Present and Urban–Topia Future? 
How to deal with the problems and incompatibilities caused by the impact of time differences, both in philosophical and in practical terms? And 
what are the new alternative approaches which could reconcile traditional principles, contemporary needs and the Utopian future?

11.00 | 11.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.20 | 10.40 Klio Monokrousou, Maria Giannopoulou
Sustainable Urban Development: Methods and Strategies

Which strategic vision of a sustainable city is feasible? The modern perception of urban planning is directed towards more integrated policies 
that aim to regenerate the urban environment, particularly with respect to the public spaces, the urban mobility and the land use planning. The 
concept of spatial justice is taken under consideration in order to promote equitable distribution and access to spatial benefits and opportunities 
as well as to promote social change towards new kinds of urban sociability. In this respect, the methods, processes and software that have been 
developed towards this direction are reviewed and systematised. The ultimate purpose is to effectively use this review to create a decision 
making methodological framework which can be the basis of a useful operational tool for sustainable urban planning.

10.40 | 11.00 Giulia Fini
The use of images and concepts to investigate the nexus among space, society and spatial justice. Analysis of fruitful, even if 
impervious, tools of reflection and design from some recent European planning experiences.

Which strategic vision of a sustainable city is feasible? The modern perception of urban planning is directed towards more integrated policies 
that aim to regenerate the urban environment, particularly with respect to the public spaces, the urban mobility and the land use planning. The 
concept of spatial justice is taken under consideration in order to promote equitable distribution and access to spatial benefits and opportunities 
as well as to promote social change towards new kinds of urban sociability. In this respect, the methods, processes and software that have been 
developed towards this direction are reviewed and systematised. The ultimate purpose is to effectively use this review to create a decision 
making methodological framework which can be the basis of a useful operational tool for sustainable urban planning.1

SESSION 6
Multiplicitous Representations of the Thirdspace
Visual thinking the spatial justice between the real and the ideal city

09.00 | 09.20

Chair: FRANK ECKARDT 
Location: Science Centre: VERJAARDAGLAB

Matteo Giuseppe Romanato
The image of the city between real and ideal projections

The aim of the research is to detect ideas, expectations, aspirations and wishes about the city in a bottom-up perspective. To fulfil that a very 
useful channel is nowadays the web and the internet communication. In this environment messages, discussions and urban images take place.
The ideas of the city that emerge confirms the rhetoric of the growth and of techno-utopianism but also, on the contrary, the regret for 
pre-capitalistic city. They are actually symptoms of disappointment for the present urban environment and of ideal projections on alternative 
visions as well. Behind these futuristic dystopia and regressive nostalgias an increasing social polarization is detectable in its media and 
ideological dimensions. The outcomes testifies that neo-liberal narrations are spread on the internet through images and are assimilated by a 
large quota of connected people.

09.20 | 09.40 María José Martínez Sánchez, Mariana Sastre, Adriana Marín Urrego
THE THEATRICAL REPRESENTATION OF SPATIAL JUSTICE. Kensal Voices and the development of the community identity

This article deals with the idea of how theatricality and drama could be used to analyse and articulate a dialogue between community and the 
cohabited space. This relation through theatre may constitute a possible Thirdspace. Applied theatre projects can make visible some of the 
consequences that architecture and urban planning have in society, such as community identity or social discrimination, that is related to the 
spatial understanding of the society of power by Foucault.
SPID Theatre Company developed in Kensal House Estate (London,1936) the project Kensal Voices (2013-15), in collaboration with the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, the 20th Century Society and Kensington Libraries. Site-specific performances and theatrical community projects such as 
Kensal Voices, explore and engage with different features of architectonic and urban spaces, reinforcing Lefebvre’s spatial triad.

09.40 | 10.00 Delaram Ashtari, Seyed Mohsen Habibi
Spatial Justice in the Metapolis: An investigation on the effects of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in notion 
and representation of spatial justice in urban spaces

In recent decades, we experience a new revolution in all aspects of our lives that caused by Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). 
While nowadays importance of cities become more obvious, they face significant changes and many notions about urban life should be 
redefined. In recent century when we speak about urban spaces it means hybrid spaces contains spaces of flows and spaces of places, so 
spatial justice include equity in accessibility to physical and virtual resources (such as information and telecommunication). Therefore definition 
and representation of spatial justice become more complicated and different from the past. What is the new meaning and representation of 
spatial justice? How can we increase justice in this context?
This article try to introduce the notion of spatial justice in this new age and define its representation in hybrid space.

10.00 | 10.20 Daniel Agbiboa
Seeing Everyday Life through the Eyes of Informal Road Transport Operators in Africa’s Largest Metropolis: The Visual Culture 
Perspective

The study aims to piece together an understanding of everyday life grounded in the visual culture of informal road transport operators in urban 
Lagos. My goal is to elevate the visual experiences of transport operators to the status of a critical concept in order to advance a sociology of 
everyday life in urban Africa. The study draws on six months (July-December 2014) fieldwork which I undertook in urban Lagos. I focus attention 
on the city’s vehicular slogans which are so prominent on bodies of commercial minibuses (aka 'danfos') in Lagos. I then analyzed these slogans 
in the context of the ‘spatial stories’ of transport operators. Along the way, the study hopes to address two key questions: In what ways does 
the visual semiotic of the vehicle slogans relate to the visualization of everyday life? What do these slogans achieve with respect to the link 
between the city and the sign?

11.00 | 11.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.20 | 10.40 Clemens Nocker, Clara Archibugi
Informal Space and the Superhistorical City 

In many “superhistorical” European cityscapes we can see the tendency for an over-musealisation of historical urban spaces. This phenomenon 
creates an enlarging discrepancy between the local citizens and their relation to their city. The prototype of this process is the city of Rome, with 
its historical weight that blocs an innovative local city development. The point is that this effort to preserve identity is blocking the affection of 
the unexpected, something that constitutes and renews cultural production which constitutes local identity. In Rome the main contemporary 
cultural production is held by autonomous institutions often illegal which are characterized by a bottom-up process. This was leading into the 
creation of many selforganised and mainly illegal culture centres which are interacting with the local communities and their need of space for a 
contemporary cultural production.



1
SESSION 7

14.00 | 14.20 Elazzazy Mohamed
The Modernization of Cairo and Its Impact on the Formation of Exclusive Communities: Zamalek As Elite Residential District

The paper investigates the influence of the modernization of Cairo on the formation of residential settlements for exclusive community. The 
study tracks back the development of residential districts in the time when there were attempts to make Cairo modern; during the early 20th 
century. At that time several residential settlements were built in Cairo following multiple models for a “European-Style” Urbanism. This paper 
explores the hypothesis that the modernization of Cairo was the catalyst for the development of exclusive residential settlements thus creating 
a socially fragmented community. The study focuses on the development of Zamalek district which has been always known as the elite 
residential district. The importance of this paper is that this exclusive community type of residential settlements is currently being nostalgically 
appropriated for the design of the new urban sprawls.

The city of the rich (and the city of the poor): political organization of space and 
spatial segregation

Chair: GABRIELE PASQUI
Location: Science Centre-Workshop Room 5  

14.20 | 14.40 Igor Pessoa
Brazilian Metropolitan Dynamics: from spatial fragmentation to social inequality

A striking social and economic inequality have been systematically observed in Brazilian urban history. On the last 15 years, poverty rate declined 
50%, but this unquestionable advance has also unveiled the complexity of Brazilian inequality. Despite poverty reduction, Brazil still ranks high on 
the GINI index (0.53 in 2012). Inequality in Brazil goes beyond distribution of income, it embraces disparities in education, health and also in the 
built environment. “Favelas” without basic public services, like sanitation, lay next to wealthy condominiums in metropolitan areas. This paper is 
based on an ongoing research that aims to understand the spatial underlying forces of these inequalities. The focus is especially on the 
significant spatial fragmentation caused by an opportunity-led metropolitan development dynamics, which has a substantial influence over 
social inequality.

14.40 | 15.00 Penny  Panagiota Koutrolikou
Manufacturing ghettoes – manufacturing consent in inner-city Athens in ‘crises’

According to Gramsci, hegemony is based on an interplay between consent and coercion. When it is well-established it relies more on consent 
than on deploying coercion. When the latter becomes more prevalent, then questions arise concerning an existing or looming ‘crisis of hegemo-
ny’. This paper discusses the interplay of coercion and consent that unfolded in Athens in the past 7 years; an interplay that – implicitly or not – 
aimed at establishing political and ideological hegemony and at ensuring the legitimization of an array of ‘exceptional’ yet ‘necessary’ measures. 
By analysing political, social and spatial discourses, and specifically the emergence and dominance of the “ghetto” discourse, it discusses the 
impact they have on neighbourhoods and social groups, on promoted policies (i.e. neighbourhood renewal, inner-city revitalization and security) 
and on socio-spatial (in)justice.

15.00 | 15.20 Wiebe Ruijtenberg
Isolated in Luxury: The Case of Gated Communities in Cairo

Residents of gated communities (GCs) in Cairo isolate themselves. Not only do they live behind walls, they also spend most of their time in 
fortified enclaves like malls, business centers and private schools. This study deploys the notion of aesthetic formations (Meyer, 2009) to 
unravel how GCs in Cairo are constructed and how GCs in Cairo are constructive of their residents. Through ethnographic research, this study 
finds that the parties involved in the construction of GCs in Cairo share an ideology on what space ought to be like. As a result, they actually 
become what they are supposed to be: profitable projects that are experienced as quiet, empty, and clean, as opposed to the noisy, crowded, 
and polluted central city. These differences convince GC residents that the outside is indeed a threat. As such, this study shows how inequality is 
naturalized through space.

15.40 | 16.00 Tanzia Islam, Sahjabin KabiR, Papon K. Dev
Dhaka, the city of the rich and the poor

The city planning decisions often byproducts spatial, social, environmental segregations through ignoring the current contextual paradigm & 
conventional urban governance which reshapes the growth of informal urban settlements. Biasness of implementing authorities often allows 
illegal land grabbing as well as development of slums or shanty colonies which accelerate the disputes of spatial inequalities. The paper depicts 
these dilemmas highlighting different income group based housing qualities, housing informality, spatial centripetal & centrifugal factors with 
diversified stakeholders, governance prototype in Dhaka which are not yet in scholarly documentations. Through reviewing primary & secondary 
sources, this paper also articulates dimensional layout plans, policy recovery channels, stakeholders’ conflict mitigation process etc. to diminish 
the planning gaps as well as segregation.

16.00 | 16.20 Diego Luna Quintanilla
Facing Growth through permeability

The rapid growth of Caracas resulted in a superimposition of urban patterns. The one-way urban policies promoted from the top instigated 
alternative responses from the bottom, shaping urban needs in spontaneous growth. This parallel growth never reached an effective dialogue 
and the models became patterns of exclusion. The contemporary profile of Caracas lies on a fragmented urban structure, physically inaccessi-
ble and socially segregated. Today, a national housing crisis reveals an imminent growth. Despite the precedents, the government has promoted 
mass construction of satellite cities. These developments reinforce segregation and generate greater access problems. Urban growth must 
involve re-considerations on the existing urban structure as an alternative growth model, in pursuit of a permeable system, able to create 
greater access to opportunities and to promote inclusion.

15.20 | 15.40 COFFEE BREAK



1
SESSION 7

16.20 | 16.40 Adrià Carbonell
Social Antagonism as Dubai’s Architectural Legacy

In present-day multicultural and multireligious society, and in the absence of a common cultural background, the hypermodern New Dubai is 
fundamentally grounded in tourism, leisure and mass consumption. However, this hedonistic dream where ritual acts are devoted to lust and 
pleasure is built on extreme inequality. A closer look at its social reality shows an uneven, fragmented, highly hierarchical class structure. While 
the new world class of expatriates inhabits a shiny newly built environment, historic fabrics are occupied by immigrant labour. The new Dubai 
has been set up in parts, as a group of isolated enclaves, therefore creating a strong fragmentation of the urban form. Urbanism has served as 
a tool to deactivate social processes; the imposition of an urban vision as a reflection of a political ideology has overcome the social struggles 
and existing dissent in its society. 

14.00 | 14.20 Aliaksandra Smirnova
From concepts to the reality: Post-war reconstruction of Minsk, Belarus and its current urban development

The PhD thesis deals with an issue of integration of territorial elements (metropolitan scale) into the urban context (urban scale) focusing on the 
morphological analysis. Nevertheless, the conflict between metropolitan and local scales, as a morphological pathology, has repercussions in 
other urban aspects. Thus, the research does not deal exclusively with the urban form, but also studies its influence on the social, environmen-
tal and energy efficiency questions. Fragmentation of urban fabric produced by large scale territorial elements may have adverse consequences 
in social and environmental affairs. Physical and social segregation stands out in urban periphery, which has been constructed according to the 
Modern Movement concepts. Disadvantages produced by the fragmentation of urban fabric convert the paper in a relevant topic and raise a 
concern in order to find possible solutions. 

SESSION 8
Utopian images of spatial justice: are architects and planners designers of the just 
city?

Chair: ROBERTO ROCCO
Location: Science Centre FACULTY ROOM  

14.20 | 14.40 Taylor Davey
"Iconicity of Difference": The aesthetic tension of Medellín's branded image

Medellín’s “social urbanism” famously introduced aestheticized architecture and public spaces within informal communities as agents of 
transformation, particularly in communities known to be some of the most violent places in the world. Quickly, the programme became a calling 
card for the city’s development strategy. Though rhetoric planted the programme’s aesthetic in the realm of social transformation, increasingly 
the aesthetic regime appears to exist in tension between social and economic logics.
I propose this aesthetic regime now falls under an “iconicity of difference.” Using Henri Lefebvre’s definition of difference as that which is 
excluded, I suggest a new aesthetic value on the “otherness” of informality – on which recent photography in Latin America capitalizes on – 
threatens to turn potentially transformative design into fetishized urban branding typical of the global icon.

14.40 | 15.00 Sheqiri Arlinda
Just Cities and Mega Events

Justice is that value that everyone would choose if one did not know where one was going to end up in the social hierarchy .“the veil of ignorance” 
as put by Rawls (1971). The composition of our societies is like two sides of the same coin with "haves" and "have nots" which require some level 
of intervention to protect the disadvantaged. Such a role from a spatial point of view in most countries is supposed to be played by the planners. 
However planning, has evolved from being an agent of protection and integration to an arbiter of development proposals. Especially relating to 
mega events the pressures of politics and free enterprise has tinted the planner’s attention and responsiveness to citizens, thereby hindering the 
precepts of justice in the city. This paper looks in the Expo2015 Milan to evaluate how Just its planning is, considering equity, democracy and 
diversity.

15.00 | 15.20 Miriam Tedeschi, Ansaloni Francesca
Demiurgic versus rhizomatic planning. Towards an ethical understanding of the urban realm

Over the last few years it has become established the phenomenon of the “poor doors”, where demiurgical and moral statements brand as 
mixed communities what in reality is but the institution of gated communities and their nesting into an apparently innocuous separation of 
common spaces in the same houses. We advocate that space is not a passive background when social processes are at stake: in fact, it is 
ontogenetically ethical and does have proper agency in shaping them. Inspired by J G Ballard’s book High Rise (1975) – which illustrates how the 
illusory order of a perfect pyramidal social hierarchy, created by the architect’s demiurgical mind, suddenly becomes an uncontrollable jumble – 
we discuss the possibility that a rhizomatic approach to planning and an ethical understanding of space might allow some disorder to take place 
as more appropriate for the becoming of social processes.

15.20 | 15.40 COFFEE BREAK
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15.40 | 16.00 Marco Bovati
The tree on the rooftop. The Nature’s role in contemporary language of architecture: metaphor of spatial justice, or urban 
marketing tool?
Throughout the history, Nature was the main reference for defining what is architecture. This idea, however, is constantly changed, according to 
the modification of culture that defined the concept of Nature. Until the Industrial Revolution, it has been considered the origin of the beauty and 
the quality, for art and architecture. Later on, the modernity refused it as a source of inspiration, and Nature was replaced by technique. Even in 
the second half of the 20th c., when Nature seemed to back in vogue, it was an idea of Nature related to technical and scientific thinking. In 
recent years emerged the ‘ecological paradigm’ as a concept based on the interdependence of phenomena, on the concept of network and 
system. Will be this idea able to redesign a new centrality for Nature? Or it is destined to become an instrument of promotion and marketing for 
the commodification of architecture?

16.00 | 16.20 Simona Galateo
Unbranding the city. The right to the city: strategies for urban regeneration, dealing with creativity and self-made projects.

After the crisis in 2008, cities have started to face new kind of urban projects, in reaction to even more strong brand-ization, and relative 
gentrification and segregation, of entire neighbourhood, those have changed relationships between citizen and urban spaces. This research paper 
proposes to understand how new models of urban regeneration, linked to cultural creativity and self-made projects, can develop new strategies 
of spatial justice and generate urban environments more inclusive and democratic. Following Henri Lefebrve’s concepts, “The right to the city” is 
here intended as: the collective right to shape the city itself in its use value, in the common and close relationship between the so called neighbor 
order and remote order; a tool to propose virtuous relationship and dialogues between citizens, state and urban investors. Examples from 
neighbor in Milan, Berlin and London.

16.20 | 16.40 Rainer Johann
Vital urban knots of soft infrastructure in Amsterdam & Berlin

Parallel to the traditional, top-down modernist approach to urban planning and development in the Netherlands and Germany, there is a growing 
movement of urban-development by citizens. On wastelands, former factories and vacant buildings, community spaces offering a broad range 
of facilities and (community) services are being developed by small enterprises, citizens and artists. These structural places create substantial 
value in terms of architecture, urban development, innovation and social, economic, cultural and ecological contributions. Although relatively 
cheap in terms of (development) costs compared to formal initiatives from authorities and social and urban city developers, originators of vital 
knots often encounter a lot of resistance and difficulties convincing authorities of the soundness and value of their plans and are taken less 
seriously than traditional parties. 

16.40 | 17.00 Rodrigo Andres Barrios
#DirenGeziParki: an account of Taksim Square uprising concerning cultural and use values of space

May this year marks the second anniversary of Taksim square´s uprising. The construction plans of a set of military barracks reminiscent of the 
ottoman era in central Istanbul turned into a demonstration that overlapped spatial and political issues.
Subjects such as cultural preservation and use value of space intertwine with the conception of citizenship participation. Questions are: How the 
planned barracks in terms of cultural value were perceived? What was the protesters appropriation of Gezi Park during the days of the uprising? 
Was the matter of participation considered by those backing the uprising to a certain extent?
It is the goal of this paper to explore through data collected from Twitter how these questions might be mapped and /or answered. A theoretical 
frame regarding how parsed online data relates to spatial research will be developed so that the discussion is enriched.

BENJAMIN D. HENNIG
Benjamin is an academic geographer educated at the Universities of Cologne & 
Bonn and the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research (Bremer-
haven/Germany). He completed his PhD at the University of Sheffield (UK) as 
part of the Worldmapper project. In 2013 he joined the School of Geography 
and the Environment at the University of Oxford as a senior research fellow 
where he is also a member of the research cluster on Transformations: Econo-
my, Society and Place. Benjamin researches social inequalities, humanity’s 
impact on Earth, global sustainability and new concepts for the visualisation of 
these issues.
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14.00 | 14.20 Hikoyat Salimova
The Emergence of Ippodrom Bazar in Context of Indigenous Space Production in Post-Soviet Tashkent

After collapse of the USSR, Uzbekistan experienced shortage in basic goods: cloth, shoes, food, home items. Then entrepreneurs began to go on 
business trips to nearby countries and bring the necessary goods to people of Uzbekistan. In early 1990s they occupied the space adjacent to 
Tashkent city hippodrome and organized informal market there. In short time it grew up to the largest bazaar not only in the city, but in the entire 
region. Seeing the rapid expansion of Ippodrom Bazaar the city authorities decided to bring it to order, and had the bazaar’ major reconstructions 
in 2003 and 2011, which resulted in temporary disruption of trade. After two closures Ippodrom was opened for trade again, but it could not 
operate at the same level as before, and thus, lost its regional importance. The paper intends to analyze the Tashkent planners decision on 
bazaar's renovation and its consequences.

Multiplicitous Representations of the Thirdspace
Visual thinking the spatial justice between the real and the ideal city

Chair: DANIELE VILLA
Location: Science Centre Workshop Room 2

14.20 | 14.40 Maria Faraone
Gaining clarity through the outsider: re representation through practice

In considering the spatial justice between the real and ideal city, it is a significant revelation to come to terms with the space and spatial 
representation of the outsiders. While the spatial practices contain the same humanity as any other, the outsider is not seen in practice but 
judged in the ways of their representation particularly when they are unavoidable distinctive.
This proposal will aim to explore one specific case study of such an instance, Gypsies of England, to showcase the commonality that is out of the 
field of vision and which the representation serves to exacerbate. Finally, in experimental circumstances of engagement where the three spaces 
are blended something fantastic emerges, perhaps the fourth space.
Proposed paper will be based on Lefebvre (2008), Miraftab (2009), Habermas (1993).

14.40 | 15.00 Adrià Carbonell
Territorial Ecologies: A New Ground for Spatial Justice

This paper will argue that in order to understand contemporary processes of neoliberal urbanisation and to revert its lucrative destruction, the 
planetary dimension of the phenomena needs to be tackled (Brenner, 2014), and the isotropic sea of urbanisation needs to be reconfigured into 
sustainable territorial ecologies. Drawing on Neil Smith’s “Uneven Development” and Saskia Sassen’s “Territory, Authority, Rights”, a new 
understanding of the territory will be put forward. The research will look into territorial ecologies as a new conceptual and design tool, thus 
redefining the relation between architecture, geography and landscape. Strategies of intervention will be defined in order to reformulate a new 
model of city making oriented towards a collective re-appropriation and democratic management of specific contexts, paying special attention 
to notions of ecology and infrastructure. 

15.00 | 15.20 Ossama Hegazy
"Towards a European mosque": Applying Socio-Semiotics for Initiating a Contextual "Formsprache beyond Objectivity" 

"Formsprache," form language, is a term that addresses the physical object as a sign conveying meanings. But, within the urban/architectural 
discourse, how to understand or analyze the urban signs’ different levels of significations? How might objectivity solve subjectivity, in terms of 
the socio-urban challenges of minorities’ narratives, representations and power expressions? Theoretically, the paper will tackle these queries 
through adhering to socio-semiotics, since the latter unveils not only the built environment’s denotations and connotations, but also its material 
object and morphological elements; that is via considering the object’s urban-societal context. Practically, the mosque’s meaning abroad will be 
rethought, in order to propose the "European mosque" idea—a step for replacing segregation and conflict with integration and peace in the 
western societies’ contextual image.

15.00 | 15.20 Francine Sakata
"Open Spaces and Public life Brazil – Caieiras Island and Augusta Park"

In Brazil, the lack of directions from the Public Administration on Open Spaces System leads to a non-adequate distribution of these spaces and 
also to a lack of project patterns. It is impossible to know when and where a park, or square, or a mall will be created. And when Planning and 
Urban Design actions coming from the State are rare, private entrepreneurs offers it but with controlled access.
There are two cases to discuss. Caieiras Island, in Vitoria, is an old neighborhood of fishermen and crab crackers women, built on a mangrove, in 
the poor and informal style. Along the years, the families could improve their lives and space. Parque Augusta is a rare open space in the center 
of Sao Paulo. Locals are claiming to turn it into a public park. The high price of the ground and the difficulties of the public treasure feed a 
discussion on the importance of this investment. 

15.00 | 15.20 Francesca Lotta, Maria Luisa Giordano, Bruno Buffa
From alternative representations to prospective visions

Alternative representations of the city are not only a useful analysis tool, but they also provide elements of a conceived new version of lived 
space, in other words of “projects” for the city. This is even truer for intra-local spaces, that are the reference scale for many public participation 
policies, grass-root projects and activists. In this paper, we present the case of Palermo where the administrative subdivisions of the urban space 
have been imposed – because of legislation about administrative decentralisation – on the historical and perceived ones. Alternative representa-
tions – mainly mental maps in our case study – produced both by adults and school children show intra-local spaces as places of identity 
definition and civic engagement. In our paper we present some examples of how local stakeholders represent their prospective visions for the 
neighbourhoods they live or act in.

15.20 | 15.40 COFFEE BREAK
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